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above  his   strength,   laws   instituting  juvenile
courts, laws limiting the time of women's and
children's labour as well as of labour in general,
laws promoting arbitration between employers
and employees, laws and appropriations to help
the organisation of mutual-benefit societies, to
further the state system of annuities to labourers
by the payment of an annual fee, laws providing
for old-age pensions.    One of the laws which
was most violently combated by the opposition
is that which accords to every French labourer
the inalienable right to have one day of rest every
week, and that on Sunday wherever it is not
impracticable.   There is scarcely any limit to
the legal efforts made in this direction.   M.
Paul Deschanel did not exaggerate when, at a
banquet in Paris, he said recently, "The Re-
public has done more in thirty years for the
workingman than the other regimes during sev-
eral centuries." 1

At the same time, changed conditions, as we
show elsewhere,2 have brought an increase of
wages and a lower cost of the necessaries of life.

One of the leading factors in this improvement
has been the organisation of labour-unions, which
had a precarious existence under the third Bona-
parte, but in 1905 had 11,841 syndicates of dif-

lLe Temps, Nov, 26, 1909,               3 See chap. X, p. 192.